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Minutes of the  

Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) 

City of Belton 

333 Water Street 
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The Historic Preservation Commission met at 5:30 P.M. in the Wright Room at the Harris Community 

Center. The following members were present: Dorothy Coppin, Ann Carpenter, Sheila Donahue and 

Barrett Covington. The following staff members were present: Director of Planning Cheryl Maxwell, 

Planner and HPO Kelly Atkinson, IT Specialist Ryan Brown and Planning Clerk Laura Livingston. 

Commission member Tammie Baggerly was absent.  

 

 

1. Call To Order. 

 

Chair Donahue called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

2. Approve the minutes from the previous meetings. 

 

Ms. Coppin made a motion to approve the minutes from the June 13, 2019 meeting, and Mr. 

Covington seconded the motion. The minutes were approved with 4 ayes, 0 nays.  

 

 

3. H-19-12 Hold a public hearing and consider a Local Historic Landmark Designation 

application for the Belton Standpipe, 306 West Avenue I, bound by West Avenue I on the 

north, West Avenue J on the south, South Davis Street on the east, and Hughes Street on the 

west. 
 

Ms. Atkinson presented the staff report (Exhibit A). 

 

Chair Donahue opened the public hearing and with no one requesting to speak, she closed the public 

hearing.  

 

Ms. Coppin made a motion to approve item H-19-12. Mr. Covington seconded the motion. The item 

was approved with 4 ayes, 0 nays.  

 

 

4. H-19-13 Consider a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) application for new construction 

of an Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) at 619 North Penelope Street, located in the North 

Central Belton Historic District, on the southeast corner of East 7th Avenue and North 

Penelope Street. 

Ms. Atkinson presented the staff report (Exhibit B). 

Chair Donahue opened the meeting for public comments. No one requested to speak.  
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Ms. Coppin made a motion to approve item H-19-13. Ms. Carpenter seconded the motion. The item 

was approved with 4 ayes, 0 nays.  

 

5. H-19-14 Consider a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) application for a front yard fence, 

located in the North Central Belton Historic District, at the northwest corner of East 9th 

Avenue and North Wall Street. 

 

Ms. Atkinson presented the staff report (Exhibit C). 

 

Chair Donahue opened the meeting for public comments. Alma Allen, owner of 900 North Wall 

Street, said when she purchased the home in 2009 it had a rotting wood picket fence. She removed 

the fence until she had the means to replace it. One of her small groups from church bought the 

materials for her and put it up. The picket fence was not original to the home, Ms. Allen said, and 

it was actually a lattice work fence, likely wood. She chose plastic because it lasts longer and it 

requires less maintenance. She believed that because her home is a 1930s cottage style home, a 

lattice fence was predominant. There are only three homes with front yard fences on Wall Street, 

she said; one is a wire fence, one is a picket fence in disrepair, and the third is at the Wedemeyer 

Academy, which was built in the 1800s, so she feels her lattice fence is historically correct, and 

that’s why she didn’t apply for a COA because she believed she was replacing something that was 

original to the home. She has the names and phone number of neighbors who can attest to the fact 

that it was originally lattice work and not a picket fence.  

 

Chair Donahue asked if there were any questions from the Commission, but there were none.  

 

Ms. Carpenter asked about Ms. Allen’s comments about lattice being original to the home. Ms. 

Atkinson said she went back through all the information that we have available to us and didn’t find 

any evidence of lattice.  She also went in the neighborhood to see if there was any evidence of lattice 

still intact but couldn’t locate any. So, she said she’s going off the historical data and the on-the-

ground observation of the district. Ms. Coppin asked if it changes Ms. Atkinson’s opinion if 

neighbors believe the fence is visually appealing and practical? Ms. Atkinson said the purpose of 

the City’s Historic Preservation Ordinance is to ensure they do historically accurate modifications 

and make sure we’re not doing inappropriate alterations mostly to structures, so fences are 

temporary in nature. Can they distract from a district as a whole? Yes. Is a small front yard fence 

going to be detrimental to the district? No. A good compromise would be to recognize that the 

applicant has time and money invested in this, and approve this as is, noting on the permit that 

unless evidence can be brought forward that it was something other than a picket fence, it will need 

to go back to a picket fence in the future. Ms. Coppin said yes, that would work.  

 

Ms. Coppin made a motion to approve item H-19-14 with a note on the building permit that when 

it comes time to replace the fence, it will be re-evaluated. Mr. Covington seconded the motion. The 

item was approved with 4 ayes, 0 nays.  

 

Ms. Allen commented that when she was alone at the house, she suddenly sees cars driving by her 

house, slowing down, taking pictures – it was quite scary to someone at her age – could y’all have 

not knocked on my door? Ms. Allen said she wants to cooperate. Could you not let someone know 

what you’re doing? It’s like you’re stalking my house, she said. By the second or third pass around 
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my house, I assumed it was related to the Historic Preservation Commission, or I hoped it was. Why 

not tell the homeowner, we’re here to look at your fence? We want to cooperate. She said she has 

not been hostile in any way and it would have been nice to been told y’all were coming by or that 

you were there looking at her property.  

 

Ms. Atkinson noted that staff would inform future applicants to expect staff and commission 

members stopping by to look at their property.  

 

 

6. Receive an update regarding administrative approvals granted by the Historic Preservation 

Officer. 

 

Ms. Atkinson presented the staff report (Exhibit D). 

 

 

7. Discuss and consider a date for the Belton Standpipe Local Historic Landmark dedication 

reception.  

 

Ms. Atkinson said the Local Landmark Designation for the Belton Standpipe will go to City Council 

for approval on Aug. 27, so early September would be an ideal date for a reception. Ms. Donahue 

said she will be gone Sept. 15-21. Depending on the weather, they will decide on the location of the 

reception.  

 

8. Receive an update on the North East Street Improvements project. 

 

Ms. Atkinson presented the staff report (Exhibit E). 

 

 

9. Receive an update on the upcoming Certified Local Government Training.  

 

Ms. Atkinson said the training is scheduled for July 24 from 3:30 to 5 p.m. at the Gunter Building, 

204 North Penelope Street.  

 

With no further business, the meeting concluded at 6:05 p.m.  

 

 

 

____________________________________ 

         Chair, Historic Preservation Commission 


